
The LLS Translational Research Program (TRP) is Now Open!	

The LLS Translational Research Program was created in 1995 with the goal of 
accelerating clinical applications of laboratory findings relevant to improved 
diagnosis and management of leukemia, lymphoma, myeloma, and other 
hematopoietic malignancies. In particular, the LLS Research staff and Medical 
and Scientific Affairs Committee encourage the submission of research 
proposals that are designed to accomplish one of the following:	

Special Topics of Interest:	

1) LLS-Snowdome Foundation – Leukaemia Foundation Translational 
Research Program. The Snowdome Foundation, and Leukaemia Foundation 
are Australian-based not-for-profit organizations whose mission is to 
accelerate the next-generation treatments for Australian blood cancer patients 
to help them live longer, better lives. To enhance our common goal, the LLS, 
Snowdome Foundation and Leukaemia Foundation will jointly fund up to two 
meritorious TRP applications focused on blood cancer research from 
investigators working in Australia, Australian investigators working in other 
countries, or to Australian and non-Australian researchers jointly applying as 
co-PIs. Applications must be submitted to the LLS TRP program and will be 
evaluated within the general pool of TRP applications. In addition, applications 
will be jointly reviewed by all three foundations to ensure they meet the 
funding objectives of the organizations, and scientific progress of each 
awarded TRP will be evaluated by the organizations on an annual basis. LLS 
will administer the grant program.	

2) Prevention of disease by detection and/or treatment of pre-blood 
cancerous states, smoldering low grade disease, or relapse using state-
of-the-art methodologies and new therapies. Advances have been made in 
recent years to understand the molecular basis of smoldering disease and 
mutations found in the blood of otherwise healthy individuals as a prelude to 
clinical disease. Additionally, new therapeutics (including immunotherapy) 
have been recently developed that may have a sufficient safety window that 
would allow their use to prevent disease emergence or re-emergence after 
disease clearance. This special topic of interest aspires to advance 
translational research that aims to prevent blood cancers from either occurring 
initially in healthy individuals (no neoplasm detected), advancing to full-blown 
blood cancers in patients with benign conditions, or blocking reoccurrence of 
blood cancer after therapy.	

Areas of interest could include, but are not limited to:	

• Clinical trials to examine novel agents  
• Pharmaceuticals  
• Biologics  
• Immunotherapies  



• Lifestyle changes...as prevention of blood cancer onset, progression to 
full blown disease, or relapse. Applications could be for any 
premalignant conditions, before the onset of blood cancer, or the 
prevention of relapse after therapy.  

• Develop novel therapeutics specifically to eliminate drivers of disease 
that initiate or predispose to disease onset.  

• Develop or employ experimental systems to identify safe and effective 
therapies to eliminate mutant clones in early disease or prevent 
recurrence of disease.  

• Develop and apply sensitive minimally invasive methods to use 
as biomarkers to detect precursor conditions before disease onset or 
sustained after successful therapy.  

3) T-ALL/T-cell Lymphoma Translational Proposals.  T-ALL and T-cell 
lymphomas are aggressive diseases with a significant unmet need. While 
some progress has been made in de novo treatment outcomes, relapsed or 
refractory disease still has a poor prognosis. LLS is requesting proposals to 
investigate T-ALL and T-cell lymphomas, especially proposals for novel 
treatment regimens.	

General Topics of Particular Interest:	

1. Personalized medicine approach for cancer treatment. Advances in 
cancer care have significantly improved lives of patients with hematologic 
diseases such as CLL, CML, Hodgkin Lymphomas, MM, and ALL. LLS 
believes that, with time, cures can be achieved for certain diseases or 
subtypes of diseases. Therefore, LLS will continue to support research that 
may revolutionize cancer care for any hematologic disease including the use 
of state-of-the-art technologies for molecular profiling, novel target 
identification, prognostic/predictive biomarkers that can be associated with 
patient selection and development of liquid biopsy technology.	

2. Development of novel therapies and/or novel therapeutic strategies 
including those that target mutational and epigenetic events both in the 
tumor cells and within the microenvironment. Such therapies can be 
applicable to any hematologic malignancies, but emphasis is warranted 
in the following areas:	

a. Aggressive subtypes of Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma including but not 
limited to DLBCL, tFL, MCL, PTCL, and ALCL	

b. Indolent lymphoma, including but not limited to: CLL, FL, WM (therapies 
with the potential to provide significant extension of lives of patients or 
total disease control in defined subtypes)	

c. Myeloid disorders including MPN/MDS/AML as well as lymphoid 
disorders such as ALL	



d. Multiple Myeloma and pre-emergent conditions	

e. LLS is especially interested in novel immunotherapy approaches 
and understanding novel immune synapses relevant to blood 
cancers.	

3. Improvements in the safety and efficacy of stem cell transplantation.	

4. Long-term outcome assessment following therapies.	

5. Pediatric research. LLS recognizes that new precision medicine and 
immunotherapies are needed to improve outcomes for pediatric blood 
cancers. The goal is to develop curative therapies that have reduced long-
term complications compared to current cytotoxic therapies. Research may 
focus on pediatric leukemias, lymphomas, as well as other pediatric blood 
cancers such as Langerhan’s Cell Histiocytosis. We encourage research 
applications attempting to justify and explore novel therapies for pediatric 
blood cancers, especially those that uniquely target mutations found in 
pediatric cancers.	

6. Progress in understanding neoplastic stem cell growth and 
differentiation as well as cancer cell/microenvironment interactions 
especially with translation to novel therapies.	

A detailed description of the LLS Translational Research Program and 
application instructions are available at lls.fluxx.io or www.lls.org under the 
Researchers & Healthcare Professionals tab. All applications are to be 
submitted online through the LLS Research Portal (lls.fluxx.io). Applicants with 
research proposals that are responsive to the RFP should indicate this on the 
title page of their Full Proposal. LLS seeks proposals responsive to the above 
requests for proposals but will also consider other exceptional proposals with 
the near-term potential of clinical translation.	

For additional questions regarding LLS research grant programs, eligibility, 
and application processes, please contact researchprograms@lls.org.	

 
 


